
7th April 2022 - outcome of FEMS extraordinary meeting
of Council
Dear colleagues,
I am contacting you on behalf of the FEMS Board of Directors, to inform you of the outcome of the
extraordinary meeting of the FEMS Council, which took place on Thursday 7th April. This was to vote on
the motion from the Polish Society of Microbiologists, on the suspension of the three Russian and one
Belarussian FEMS Member Societies. I will outline the result of the vote, what the result means and the
next steps FEMS will take following this result. This message is being sent to all Member Societies,
regardless of their attendance at the meeting, to ensure all are equally informed.

The vote
In line with Statue 17.1 of the FEMS Articles of Association, the vote on the motion needed to reach more
than 50% of the total number of eligible Member votes for the motion to be approved, as used for recent
statute amendments and the vote to extend the terms of the FEMS Directors. This meant that for the
motion to pass there must be at least 33 votes approving the motion (FEMS has 56 Member Societies, 1
Affiliated Organisation who cannot vote and 8 Trustees, making a total of 64 eligible votes, therefore more
than 50% of this is 33).

Time was assigned to the Polish Society of Microbiologists (the proposers), the societies directly affected
and all FEMS delegates to address the Council, if they wished to do so. Under Statue 16.7 of the Articles
the motion was then formally proposed, seconded, and then taken to vote.  The results were as follows:

30 votes                                       Approved
17 votes                                       Did not approve
6                                                   Abstentions

As the motion did not receive the 33 votes required, the motion was not passed.

What the result means
As the motion was not passed, we will not suspend the voting rights and membership benefits of the four
societies’ members. Membership rights and benefits will continue as before, without interruption.

Next steps
Formal minutes of the meeting, recording the result, will soon be sent to all Member Societies.

A decision whether manuscripts submitted by authors affiliated to Belarus or Russia are eligible for
publication in FEMS journals will be made by the FEMS Board of Directors in due course. This will be
made in consultation with our publisher, Oxford University Press, and the Editors-in-Chief of each journal.
We will send this decision as soon as possible to Member Societies.

The Board of Directors now wants to introduce support for scientists caught up in this conflict. We plan to
communicate on this support scheme with the Member Societies early next week.

I hope this provides clarity on the outcome of the meeting, its implications, and the course of action FEMS
will now take. As always, if you have any comments or questions, please feel free to contact FEMS for
further discussions. Finally, I felt that it was a very difficult and challenging meeting. I genuinely hope that
FEMS can move on as a strong federation of societies and I look forward to meeting you all at the Council
meeting in Split.

Best regards,

Hilary Lappin-Scott

President
Federation of European Microbiological Societies
Delftechpark 37A, 2628 XJ Delft, The Netherlands.


